
Parent Council Meeting 6.9.21

Present: Rhona Moodie, Leonie Ham, Mairi Anne Cormack, Kirsty Rosie, Karen Stevens and
Joanna Ross

Apologies: Yvonne Shearer, Marie Manson, Gemma Walker-Ham, Laura-Katie Davidson,
Catherine Burt, Gordie Begg and Gail Simpson

1. Minutes from previous meeting - the minutes from the previous meeting were run
through and agreed.

2. Office Bearers - Leonie has said that although she doesn’t mind doing the
chair/secretary role she would appreciate some help even just during meetings.
Rhona offered to put a note in the school newsletter to see if anyone could help.

3. ASN- the meeting to decide the allocation after October will be held this month.
Rhona to update after the allocation has been set.

4. Curriculum - Further to the discussion at the last meeting, Rhona will share the
school aims and values after this meeting, so that the parent council, then other
parents may review them.

5. Tar - Leonie asked if there was any update on whether the tar on the playground
footpaths was any nearer to being replaced, to which Rhona answered no there was
no change in the situation from last meeting. The tar renewal has been added to the
list put in by the maintenance officer but there is no guarantee that this work will be
approved.

6. Signatories - it was stated that the signatories need changing over for the parent
council, due to needing 3 signatures Mairi Anne agreed to remain as one until
someone else can be added.

7. Halloween Party - due to covid the only way a Halloween Party could go ahead is if
it was completely unaffiliated with the school which would mean somebody
organising public liability insurance, it was agreed this would be too much for the
parent council at present. After discussions of various alternatives Mairi Anne
suggested the PC buying white t-shirts and fabric pens for the children to decorate at
school before halloween, then wear them on the day as opposed to full costumes.
Following this meeting Rhona has offered to do a google form to get sizes for all
pupils. Mairi Anne has kindly offered to organise t-shirts and pens once she has sizes
and numbers.

8. Treasurer's report - £4,437.91 (same as last meeting) minus the cost of the
icecreams for the children at the end of term and the p7 leavers hoodies.

9. Risk Assessment and Covid guidance - Rhona asked if anything had been
mentioned about the covid guidance or risk assessment i.e anything wrong or
missing. Everyone replied no, everything seemed fine.
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10. School improvement plan - Note from Rhona:
The school improvement plan will continue to focus on numeracy, literacy and health
and well being as a main focus.
We continue with talk for writing developments so that we can continue to embed this
way of teaching writing.
We also continue to develop our use of numeracy diagnostic assessments, which
includes a new way of doing these for p4-7. We aim to do all of the assessments with
all of the children twice a year as this helps us to identify any gaps in learning which
we can then focus on. It also allows us to see children that need to be stretched
further. It is proving to be a very useful tool.
Finally our other focus will be around developments in health, there are new
resources we need to explore and use for the Sexual Health and Relationships
element of the curriculum. We also hope to tie in some work along with the Caithness
Cares Project which has a focus on health and wellbeing and looking at mental
health in particular. We hope to use this to take a whole school approach.

11. Ship - Rhona is going to ask the children what they would like in place of the old ship
in the school playground.

12. Julie - it was suggested by Mairi Anne that a few folk wanted to do something in
memory of Julie, because of this the idea to redevelop the play park at John O’
Groats football pitch was thought of as an ideal opportunity. The ball has started
rolling with this plan but Mairi Anne wondered if the parent council would like to offer
support to this in the way of possible fundraising etc,  everyone was very supportive
and keen to be on board.

13. Residential trip - Rhona explained that due to covid it is still a struggle to organise a
residential trip for the p7s so she suggested fairburn again after the success of the
last trip. If this were to go ahead funding would need to be applied for by 15th
November. It was agreed to look into this and use last years application to help apply
again, it will be discussed further at the next meeting.

14. Next Meeting - Monday 22nd November at 6.15pm


