
 

Canisbay Primary parent council meeting 

Thursday 12
th

 September 2019 

 

 

 

Present: Rhona Moodie, Gemma Walker-Ham, Kelly Haven, Karen Green, Julie McGee, Marie 

Manson, Yvonne Shearer, Gordie Begg 

 

Apologies: Mairi Anne Cormack, Laura-Katie Davidson, Gail Simpson, Joanna Ross 

 

Bank: The bank currently holds £8203.38 and there is approximately still £100 to be banked from 

the Christmas cake fundraiser and the Canisbay show bottle stall/face paints. 

Yvonne will get paperwork to Steven Macgregor to prepare accounts. 

 

Playground improvements:  The outside canopy is now complete and paid for.  The goal posts and 

the gate (between the football pitch and swing area) have also been paid for.  The path around the 

school is still to be started.  Mrs Moodie will look into this. 

 

Mrs Moodie explained that the grass is not cut very regularly and then a lot of grass is left which in 

turn has caused issues.  Mrs Moodie has reported this to the council.  Mrs Moodie explained that 

Castletown School are in the same situation and the children have complained about this. 

Everybody agreed that it may also be useful for this issue to be brought to the local councillor to see 

if they are able to help.  Julie will do this.   

 

Loose parts: Thank you for the donations of loose parts for outdoor play and learning, we will 

happily accept more if there are any offers.  

 

Canisbay show: The bottle stall at the show made £43.00 after fees. Thank you to all who donated 

a bottle and helped on the day.  There were lots of bottle donations however not much return 

considering the amount of bottles and having someone minding the stall all day.  It was decided that 

we would definitely continue to support the show and have a stall of some sort, but will perhaps try 

something different from a bottle stall next year.   

 

P7 trip: Mrs Moodie explained that some other schools have received the full amount of money for 

their p7 pupils to attend their school trip.  Last year we applied for some funding from Stroupster 

Windfarm towards the trip.  Due to other schools receiving the full amount of money for their trips 

everyone agreed that we should also try applying to the windfarm for the full amount for our P7 

pupils.  Julie and Gemma to do forms for funding. 

 

Leavers Hoodies: Leavers hoodies were discussed for P7 children.  Gemma will email Highland 

workwear for a price.  If we decide to purchase hoodies possible fundraising would be needed for 

them nearer the time. 

 

Halloween:  The Halloween disco will take place on Friday 1
st
 November from 6.30 -8.00pm.  This 

will be for Nursery and School children.  A reminder that nursery parents stay with their children at 

the disco and school children being dropped of must be signed in and out by a parent/adult.  Julie 

will be the responsible person for the event. 

 

Currently the parent council have their own Halloween decorations although it was Henry Gunns 

intentions to review the hall decorations and possibly purchase new ones with the parent council.  

Karen will follow this up. 



 

Parent council will buy crisps and juice for the party however food donations from parents 

gratefully received (please remember we are a nut free school and would appreciate no food 

containing nuts at this event). 

 

Learning profiles: Parental engagement has been upped through the use of the learning profiles.  

The profiles are handed out termly and during this session information on benchmarks will be 

added and further guidance on how parents can contribute to their child's learning profile. 

 

 

School improvement plan: Standards and Quality Report (S&Q) and School Improvement Plan 

summary (SIP) have been shared on the website for parents to read. 

Our school improvements focus around 3 actions plans and these are: 

Action 1:  Writing and Spelling – Change of approach in how we will teach both spelling and 

writing.  Wraparound Spelling was started in some classes last year and this year will be fully 

implemented.  All teaching staff will be trained in ‘Talk for Writing’ next week and we will then 

take forward the changes recommended in order to raise attainment in this area.  Assessment, 

moderation across the Wick Associated Schools Group will also be part of this development, 

Action 2:  Management of Change – PSA, ASNT and ELC   Due to the number of significant 

changes in these areas we felt it was important to work on managing these changes effectively and 

also to evaluate these changes. PSA levels are to support only children with a high level of needs 

and there are continued restrictions in cover of these posts and in the time given to schools to 

manage.  ASN Teacher time may in future become advice only but for the moment we do have 1 

day per fortnight.   ELC (Nursery) have faced significant changes in hours, less time for 

development and a change as to how this is to be implemented. Children can also now come in to 

nursery for longer hours and flexible times and lunch is also part of the school day.  This is also 

along with recent changes in planning, observations and profiling. 

Action 3: Pupil Equity Funding – We have chosen mainly to purchase PSA time in order to provide children 

with individual and small group support and to raise attainment in literacy, numeracy and also in meeting 

health and wellbeing needs.  Part of this fund will also be used for cover to aid the assessment process and 

also for appropriate resources matched to children’s needs 

 

Date of next meeting: Thursday 28
th

 November 2019 (Christmas preparations) 


